
 
 

 

Dutch House of Representatives 

Linked data status 

 

In the past three years, the House of Representatives has conducted research into Linked 

Data. We have carried out pilot projects in the Linked data field. What is Linked Data, what 

are the advantages and disadvantages and how can it be used? The research focused on 

three topics: 

 

- How do we link data and which data do we link?  

 

Results: 

A test case with amendments, linking the voting results to the specific articles within 

the amendments.  

Complex factor is that amendments are proposed, but voting takes place days or 

weeks later. Linking the voting results to specific articles in amendments is valuable  

 

- Permanent identifiers 

 

Results: 

We have decided to use an Uniform resource identifier (URI) for actors.  Research has 

been done on which identifiers exist and can best be used in our data.  

 

- Biographies of Members of Parliament 

 

Results: 

A platform on which we can use linked data. This is an intranetpage with MPs 

biographies. This website is a visualization of how we would like to use linked data. 

And the site can be used for developing linked data techniques. Currently the site is 

managed by the search engine, there is no proper use of linked data yet. Metadata is 

manually added, the search engine composes these visuals. For linked data to be 

used we need to triple our data and store it in a triple store. For more information on 

the visualization and current techniques, see appendix A. 

 
 



 
 

The House of Representatives is currently in stage two. We have different kinds of 

documents like .doc .pdf. .xml in which we can apply identifiers and make these documents 

available. Within the organization different initiatives have taken place to raise awareness 

and increase knowledge on linked data and linked open data.  

 

Developments 

- The House of Representatives is deciding on whether to use “triples” and if so, where 

to store them. The datawarehouse (not entirely developed yet)  is possibly the best 

storage option.  

- Use a Resource Description Framework (RDF), in order for the House to exchange 

data (and provide open data) 

- External availability (API) of our data 

 

Challenges 

Transferring knowledge on linked data takes time as it is complex and often technical for the 

layman. Good communication skills are needed for this. The linked data project is on hold 

due to priorities on the datawarehouse project. That means there are currently no new 

developments on Linked data. Research and knowledge sessions continue to be held. Linked 

data specialists will be added to the projectteam of the datawarehouse. 

 

Further Information 

If you would like to get more inside information or exchange experiences, please contact 

either Bert Geers or Nelleke Aders. 

 

Bert Geers 

T: 0031 (0) 70 3185641 

E: b.geers@tweedekamer.nl 

 

Nelleke Aders 

T: 0031 (0) 70 3185629 

E: n.aders@tweedekamer.nl 
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Screenshots of Intranetpages. Biography of longest serving Member of Parliament: Cees van 

der Staaij.  Wordcloud to visualize topics on which he most acted. Wordcloud is composed 

by using the metadata which are manually added to documents. Sources which are used are: 

Virtual Information point VIP for parliamentary information, motions, questions, 

government letters, newspapers, reports, magazines.  

VLOS: minutes supporting system for minutes and speakmoments of MPs. Composed with 

search engine technology (Autonomy) 
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When clicking on word in wordcloud, this page shows documents on that topic. 
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This page shows collaborations of Cees van der Staaij with other members on motions and 

questions. Again, composed by using metadata from VIP and visualised by Autonomy. A thick 

line corresponds with more collaboration, a thin line with less collaboration. 
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When clicking on questions the latest questions asked by Cees van der Staaij are shown.  
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Question in PDF format on intranet. 

 

Not only the questions are presented this way, also the times he speaks during the plenary 

session are presented.  

These  biography pages are currently composed using Autonomy. We are developing 

towards using linked data to compose these pages.  
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