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EPREMOR RO THE MEDITERRAREAN
The Second Ministerial Conference on Towrism

Borcelona, 2ith May 2000

Caire, Paris, Madrid, 6 May 2010

Your Excellency,
Dicar colleague,

The inclusion of tourism in the Eurn-Mediterranean sgends has been relatively recent but we
helieve that there is a shared agreement that the Euro-Mediterranean framework is ideal for
the development of this sector and that tourism is one of the main generators of employment,
wialth and understanding  In our region.

Since the first Suro Med Ministerial Conference in Fez, two years have elopsed, during which
the Union for the MedBerranean, in spite of deliate croumstances, has sustained s
momentum into expanding the cooperation between its parties, notably with the preparation
for the launching of the UiV Secretariat snd the designation of its first Secretary General in
January 201G,

The discussions in Fez tackled the macrogconemic variables that are influenced by toursm:
amployment, econormic growth and investment, and the cross-section character of this sector,
Also the shave of tourism I the Euro-Mediterranean countries’ GRNPs, its importance with
regards to SMEs and its capaclty to provide employment for women and young peonle were
considered.

Other tosics dissussed were the grest importance of the Euro-Mediterrensan ragion both a3
tourist destination and as generator of travel and holidays, the special vuinerahility of the
Mediersanean and the overall close relation batwean climatic change ard tourism.
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We are now facing 2 double challenge: living up to the expectations raised by the first
conference i terms of 3 Furo-Mediterranean work prograr, snd facing, at the sama time, a
profound crisis in the economies and tourist sectors of our countries, the loss of market share
of our region in the global tourist market and the need to go forward to strengtheni g ani
boosting the competitiveness of Furo- Mediterranean tourism.

Tha zim of this UMM Ministerial Conference on Tourism will be to propose courses of action,
both new or already existing projects which could be extended to our whoie region, and to give
the General Secretarfat of the UMM guidance for its work in tourism, In addition o the
impertance, in the presert conjuncture, to present possible financing tools for the proposed
projects.

We, therefors, have the henor to invite you to attend this 2™ suro-Maditerransan Ministerial
Confererice on Tourism in Barcelona, on 20 May 2010, arganized jointly by the Kingdom of
Spain, which currently holds the Presidency of the Europesn Union and hosis the Secretariat of
the Unlon for the Mediterranean, and the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Republic of France,

as co-presidencies of the Unlon for the Mediterranesn,

Your particigation in this major evert will contribute to effectively enhance the existing
cooperation in the fleld of tourism and launching tourism projects and inftlatives at a quro-
Mediterranean scale, which will help to boost our economies and to strengthen the finks
between the reglons around our comrmon sea.

We look forward to weltoming you in Barcelona,

Yenars faithiuily,
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